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Cultural Encounters in a Buddhist Temple:

The Architecture and Design of Keelung's Lin-Chuen Temple

Kuo, Yi-hsuan*

Abstract

Located on Mt. Yuemei in Keelung, Lin-Chuen Temple was the first among the
four main temples to be established at the turn of the 20th century. In the first half of the
century, the temple's abbot introduced the first 7ripitaka to Taiwan, welcomed back the
Indian Jade Buddha, and frequently invited famous Chinese monks to come give sermons
and lectures. Lin-Chuen Temple became a gathering place for Taiwanese gentry and was
an important place in the history of Taiwanese Buddhism.

Adding to its special status in Buddhist history, three buildings conveying different
cultural contexts were built at Lin-Chuen Temple during the Japanese colonial period. The
Western-style "Kaishan Hall" and the "Lin-Chuen Three Towers" columbarium, which
is similar to Indian Buddhist pagodas, were both completed during the Taisho period,
while the "Old Buddha Hall" was rebuilt during the Showa era. This paper discusses
the significance of the appearance of the buildings and the ways space is conceptualized.
The abbot of the temple assigned distinct visual themes to each of the three buildings to
convey their different uses. For example, the Fujian-style Old Buddha Hall focuses on
practice and teaching precepts, while the Western-style building symbolizes advancing
with the times and is intended for meetings with intellectuals, and the columbarium
conveys the meaning of Nirvana. In addition to offering different visuals, the architectural
designs were also influenced by contemporary trends, such as increasing the usable area,

hygiene, lighting, and other living functions, showcasing design concepts of the new era.

Keywords

Lin-Chuen Temple, Kaishan Hall, Lin-Chuen Three Towers (columbarium), Jiang Shan-
hui.
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