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A Preliminary Exploration of Political
Cartoons in Taiwan’s Non-Party
Magazines in the 1980s

Chi-an Weng*

Abstract

This article focuses on political cartoons in non-party magazines in the late
1980s, attempting to examine the content and visual syntax of these political
cartoons through the collection of these visual materials. It aims to explore the
significance and limitations of these non-party political cartoons in the periods
before and after the lifting of martial law. By contextualizing their roles and
constraints within the temporal and spatial environment of that era, the goal is
to supplement the historical timeline of the development of political cartoons in

Taiwan, extending from the late 1980s to the present configuration.

The study also seeks to capture the historical trajectory of Taiwan’s political
cartoons by delving into the intuitive visual appeals and strategies employed by
these cartoons and their creators during the non-party movement, particularly in
promoting democratic reforms in Taiwan. Furthermore, the examination of these
collected materials aims to shed light on the impact they had on Taiwan’s political

and cultural discourse in the subsequent years.
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Additionally, this effort hopes to draw attention to the scattered yet
historically significant visual records that have gradually faded from the stage of
history over time. It underscores the need to acknowledge the era’s significance
and value by examining these image-based historical materials dispersed across

various publications.

Keywords : Non-KMT Political Magazines, Political Comic, CoCo,
PIC, LCC
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