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History of the Camphor and
Opium Industries and
Nanmen Factory
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What is Camphor?
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The Usage of Camphor
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From ancient documents, the use of camphor can be traced
back to the 6th century when Arab people called it “kafur”
which means pure whiteness and has originated today's
English word "camphor”. Arabs consider it as a miraculous
medicine. In the travel accounts of Marco Polo written in the
13th century, he also noted that the northwest Sumatra
produced camphor which could be used as a preservative or
medicine. Thus, it is seems that mankind has started to use
camphor since very early days.
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The refined camphor products before 1945
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Matural Taiwanese refined camphor
(Product of Nanmen Factory)
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| Camphor had mainly been used medically before it became
an important material for chemical engineering between
the late 19th and early 20th century. Chinese doctors used it

| totreat rheumatism, tinea, cholera, etc., while western

doctors used it as a heart stimulant or to treat skin diseases
. and nervous debility. In daily life, camphor was also used to
repel insects, produce fragrance, or burn incense for

| religious ceremonies in India.
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Pieces of Camphor,
Drops of Blood:

for Camphor
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were exceptional weaponries made in the UK, Japan,

i During the late 19th century, camphor
| based products such as celluloid and
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Camphor played a key role in the evolution of the gun

Camphor is a wood product. In Taiwan,
ammunition in the 19th Century. The rifles displayed here it : P

the camphor-making procedure was

included in th tages:
Germany and the USA, and were owned and modified by the inclucecin three siages

indigenes. They were used to resist the strong Japanese
police force in the early 20th Century, but were confiscated
by the Japan government after the unfortunate defeat, and
kept in the collection by the Government-General Office
Museum. These rifles could be said as the proof to the dark
history of the wars waged by foreign rulers to seize camphor.

1. Crude Extraction:

As a camphor hut was built in the
mountainous area, camphor trees were
logged to produce crude camphor and oil.
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| smokeless powder were invented, and thus
| camphor became an important chemical

| engineering raw material. However, after

l WWII, different plastic applications became
| widely available as petro industry became

| developed. As a result, celluloid slowly was

| replaced by plastic, and camphor eventually
[ lostits importance.
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The Production of Camphor
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2. Refinement:

3. Purification:

| Private companies purchased the refined camphor from the
Monopoly Bureau, and then produced the highly refined
camphor at a purity of 99.6-99.8% by further purification.

FEF

Hand
sharpener

BAERL

12 RS\ P e

The metal label

for the retailer of camphor
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Camphor Monopoly
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Opium Monopoly

EEERAPIENAT SR
15 FEEEEE—8
RERANEE (28)
REMTIE  ERERE
2ME—mIsHA IR -

Z R HARIBINEEE R - AR B EEHE
% EEHEEHRIEMENOME -

The crude extraction from camphor and
oil was gathered up and transported to
the Nanmen Factory for refinement.
Refined camphor was produced through
the processes of fractionating, cooling,
oil separating, sublimating, and finishing
by removing water and impurities.

During Mr. Liu Mingchuan's governance,
new policies were implemented to
monopolize salt, camphor, sulfur and
kerosene. When the Japanese
government came to Taiwan, they
successively brought opium, camphor,
salt, liguor and tobacco into monopoly.
During the World War I, bittern, alcohol,
fire matches, petroleum, standard
weights and measures were further
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The origin of The Nanmen Branch, National
Taiwan Museum was the Nanmen Factory
which was established in 1899. The factory

not only was the sole large-scale

factory in Taiwan, but was also the sole
opium processing factory in Taiwan.

and leisure, Since the 16th century, the
Europeans started using it as trading

goods. Due to its easy attainment and

government owned camphor processing

Opium was originally used for medicine

overdosing, black opium gradually became
a hazardous drug. From the beginning of

included, tallying up to a total of ten categories of goods in the
monopoly system.

After the Nationalist government took control of Taiwan, they
inherited the monopoly system. However, after the break-out
of the 228 Incident in 1947, the government reduced the
monopolized industries to tobacco, liquor and camphor only.
By the end of 1967, monopoly of camphor was terminated, and
in 2002, Taiwan Tobacco & Liquor Monopoly Bureau was
privatized. Since then, Taiwan completely terminated its
monopoly system.

the 18th century, there were records
concerning opium usage in Taiwan. As
opium became widespread, it became one
of the "Three Bad Habits" in Taiwan, along
with foot binding and hair braiding; these
three habits haunted the country for more
than two hundred years.
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Nanmen Factory,
World’s No.1
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The Camphor Refinery in the 1950s

On June 10, 1899, the Government-General of Taiwan decreed
that the trade of camphor and camphor oil would come
under national control. Land was bought at Taipei's South
Gate (Nanmen) to build the Camphor Business Office, the
camphor factory and living quarters. Gradually, these
structures which deeply influenced the camphor industry on
human civilization in the 20th century began to take shape.

In 1906, the opium production line was relocated from
Xiaonanmen to within the Nanmen Factory, making it
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Colleagues of Taiwan Camphor Refinery, 1957
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Refined camphor

Taiwan's only location that manufactured both opium and
camphor, simultaneously.

After camphor production reached its highest pointin 1933, it
began to progressively decline and become replaced by
synthetic camphor and petrol industrial products created by
major Western powers. On December 31, 1967, the camphor
industry was made public, and the Taiwan Camphor Refinery
closed its doors for good.
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