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Promoting National Taichung Theater in Hong Kong, 

Opening International Dialogues and Starting New Era for Performing Arts in Asia Pacific
Four professional performing arts centers will be completed and put into use one after another in Taiwan in the coming two years. The first one to commence operation will be National Taichung Theater. To welcome the opening of National Taichung Theater at the end of this year, Kwang Hwa Information and Culture Center is holding a forum with the theme “Architecture as the Embodiment of an Opera” on 22 April at the Asia Society Hong Kong Center. Triangular relationships between construction, art and the public will be discussed through the topics of architectural design, theatrical operations, and personnel training, and it is expected to cooperate closely with Hong Kong in the future. To conclude the forum, the first resident artist of the opera and native modern dance choreographer Bulareyaung and his dancers will present their new work “La Song” in the evening.

Assembling Art Energy to Speak to the World 
The exchanges and communications of performing arts between Taiwan and Hong Kong have been very close. The Taiwan International Festival of Arts (TIFA) of the National Theater & Concert Hall attracts many audiences from Hong Kong and Macau. In April 2014, the National Center of Performing Arts was established in Taiwan. It was the first national center operated as an administrative legal entity with “Multiple Halls in One Legal Entity”. The chairman of the National Center of Performing Arts, CHAN Kwok Chi, is a resident of Hong Kong. She introduced that the National Center of Performing Arts has three theaters, i.e. Taiwan North, Middle and South Theaters, including National Theater & Concert Hall with 28 years of experience, National Taichung Theater and Kaohsiung Wei-Wu-Ying Center for the Arts that opens next year, as well as the National Symphony Orchestra (NSO). Cooperation between theaters, leading district development, offering general artistic environment and developing international integration and exchange are the 4 main measures used to promote the art energy and visibility of Taiwan.
In terms of international integration, the three theaters will jointly send invitations for creation to the art groups around the world. The first performances will be given at the appropriate dancing space of the three theaters in 2018. The director of the three theaters encouraged the creators to give full play to their imaginations, and they will do everything they could to make the dreams of the artists come true. International invitation to play and co-production plans also created opportunities for Taiwan artists and their teams to cooperate with the world’s top teams in the hopes of training local art talents.

Looking at the Greater China cultural district, the West Kowloon Cultural District is an important project of Hong Kong in the 21st century for development of culture and arts industry. The executive director of performing arts, Louis YU, shared how the West Kowloon Cultural District plays the role as an important platform for communications and developments of local arts, while presenting the world-class exhibitions, performances and cultural and artistic activities. Louis YU also expected the West Kowloon Cultural District and the National Center of Performing Arts to have close cooperation in the future, and jointly invigorate performing arts in Asia.

Building with Bold Imagination, the Base for Art Innovation
After preparation for 10 years, with the public’s eager expectation, the grand opening of National Taichung Theater is at the end of this year. The Pritzker Prize winning architect Toyo Ito regards it as the masterpiece of his life-time. At the same time, it has been recognized as one the “World’s Latest Landmark Building” by Reuters.

At this forum, Toyo Ito will have his first open dialogue with the artistic director of National Taichung Theater, Victoria Wang. He stated, “I have been seeking to create a building like ripples in the river, which relates to the flowing river and at the same time maintains its own space”. As such, almost the entire building of the theatre is formed by curved surface structures, making the space flows without boundary, and allowing people to hold various activities freely. At the same time, it is also a building that could be heard. With the changes of lighting and natural lights, the audiences can hear various sounds, which create different feelings. Therefore, the entire building of National Taichung Theater is the embodiment of an opera. People start their journey of art from the time they step into the building.
Victoria Wang praised Toyo Ito and believed that his architectural concept has made the best note for the operation of theater. The best status of theater is the free exchange and interaction between people and art without boundary. The theater is not too high to be reached, it has to serve the public and make the performing arts to be part of their lives. In particular, as it targets to be an international theater, overseas audiences will also be served. She pointed out that performing arts are quite similar to architecture as they both require cutting-edge knowledge and the abilities of creation and execution. The theatre combines art, literature, technology, visual and auditory creations. Each art piece is the profound reflection of life by the artist. Every viewer may find resonance and be moved. She expected that the theater can be the most intimate friend of domestic and overseas friends.
Dancing at home   Bulareyaung Dance Company Performs “La Ke”
The Taitung Jialan tribe born famous choreographer Bulareyaung Pagarlava has been choreographing for Cloud Gate 2, Martha Graham Company in New York for many years and is highly acclaimed. During the curtain call at Lincoln Center with the Graham dancers, he felt that “it would be great if I am hand in hand with my own people!” Therefore he returned to his hometown and created the Bulareyaung Dance Company in 2014. “I knew I was crazy to pursue a dream without money, but I would regret if it is merely a dream forever. So I did it first.”

The creation “La Ke” was first performed in Hong Kong in 2015. They really stood on the homeland of Taitung, and bravely sang hand in hand with each other. Bulareyaung was honored to “be able to choreograph, dance and make you cry”. By his exquisite processing, the monologue of each dancer is incorporated into the dance. You can realize how you are moved only by the real existence of a human being.

The director of Kwang Hwa Information and Culture Center Lucy Lu said that the opening of National Taichung Theater is the year’s grand event of art in Taiwan as well as in the performing arts sector in Asia Pacific. Through this first overseas promotion, it is expected to initiate the communications among creators, industry and market in Taiwan and Hong Kong, and to create a highly interactive network of arts in Asia Pacific.
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