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Abstract: From 2009 till 2013, National Taiwan Museum (NTM) worked separately
with 3 Taiwan Indigenous Local Museums and came up with 5 “Indigenous Collection
Returning Home Exhibitions”. Though each exhibition has its own distinct process
and interaction pattern, these 5 exhibitions share some common characteristics: (1)
the subject of the exhibitions were all about returning the Indigenous collection of

NTN to their source communities; (2) all exhibitions were made through the
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cooperation between NTM and a Taiwan Indigenous Local Museum (project called
“Big Museum Leading Small Museum”); (3) the pattern of cooperation involved:
selection of exhibit objects from the indigenous members of the project, drafting
exhibit content base on indigenous point of view, designing and making of the
exhibition through the cooperation betewwn curators of NTM and indigenous local
museums.

From the museum study point of view, these five “Indigenous Collection Returning
Home Exhibitions” not only developed new mode(s) of cooperation between Taiwan
national museums and local indigenous museums, the act and process of returning
museum objects to their source communities also helped those de-contextualized
museum ethnographic objects became “re- contextualized” and “heritagized” in local
indigenous communities. Based on the participant observation and interviews during
the exhibitions, the present paper describe and discuss the process and implications
of these phenomena.
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