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Preface

The Media Art Center at the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts has hosted many audio visual art feature events
over the years. It is dedicated to connecting the Museum and the society at large through a variety of audio visual
works covering art, aesthetics, culture, and nature environment. The Media Art Center offers an alternative array of
performances in addition to the usual display of artworks in the Museum. The 2016 Audio Visual Arts Promotion
Program formed the main axis of the Museum’s efforts to introduce audio and visual arts to the general public. The
two main themes are “art and aesthetics” and “society and culture”. The Program aims to introduce and to interpret
eastern and western art styles, history, and culture through audio and visual media to viewers. At the same time, the
feature events also reviewed how local culture is presented through audio and visual means to present the unique
cultural perspectives of the projected works.

The promotional program in 2016 included a total of 7 audio visual events. They are: “Forgotten Memories: A
Feature on Cultural Preservation”, which reflected the spiritual value and culture map of many civilizations; “Art
and Poetry in Chinese Ink: A Feature on Chinese Ink and Wash Painting”, which gave traditional Chinese ink and
water art new meaning; “‘Momentary Transitions of Light and Shadow: from Romanticism to Post-Impressionism”,
a review of changing trends in western art and works produced by western artists; “Musical Chapters in Urban Life:
A Chronicle of Events in Music”, which communicated the human touch and cultural beliefs in music through audio
and visual presentation; “Creative Thinking: A Feature of Contemporary Design”, which portrayed the creativity
and experimental essence of contemporary design masterpieces; “Crossing Boundaries and Innovation: A Feature on
Contemporary Art in Taiwan”, which explained the cross-disciplinary dynamic drive of Taiwanese visual art; ‘“From
Her Perspective: Women’s Film Festival”, which explored the visibility of the female point of view and thinking.
In addition to the aforementioned screenings, the Museum also organized post-screening discussions that gathered
audio and visual artists and academics from different fields to exchange ideas and to engage in cross-cultural
exchange of ideas. Participants were encouraged to think more deeply and more creatively through face-to-face
interaction and discussion with professionals.

There is a saying in mass communication theory that “the medium is the message”. The rapid development of audio-
visual communication has changed the way we obtain information in the modern world. It has also created a lasting
impact on the way we think and behave. In light of our continued dedication to the study of visual art and our efforts
to archive the results of past audio and visual arts programs, the Museum has gathered relevant material and writings
to publish “Written Images: A Collection of Dialogues on Audiovisual Arts 2016”. This shall serve as a resource for
the study of audio and visual arts and a presentation of interaction between audiences and audio and visual artists.
The Museum hopes to add a more diverse range of viewpoints and to build on existing research results so that local
audio and visual creative works may expand toward an even broader horizon.

Director of National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts
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