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Preface

Rapid advances in digital technology have brought new developments in the application of media and communication
models in audiovisual arts. Audiovisual artists now apply new media technology to carry out experimental artistic
explorations. They try to propose fresh perceptions of and connections between the past and the present to create a
wide range of aesthetic experiences. The Media Art Center at the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts has for many
years served regularly as a venue for hosting audiovisual art film screenings. Audiovisual productions shown at the
Center include those featuring themes in art, aesthetics, history, and humanities. The goal is to continue to encourage
audiovisual works produced with an open mind, to provide a media platform that shows audiovisual works to the

general public, and to offer new perspectives by displaying artworks in an art museum setting.

The theme for National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts’ Audiovisual Arts Promotion Program in 2015 (2015452
HEIHEREETE) is diversity in culture and fine arts. The visual images shown in the Program observe cultural
and historical differences between East and West from multiple aspects with a social and humanitarian touch. A
total of 8 audiovisual themes were organized for the year 2015, including “Visual Experiments and Dialogues:
Taiwan Contemporary Art”, “Passing on Art Skills: Traditional Art and Craft”, “Innocence and Reconstruction:
from Primitivism to Cubism”, “Coloring Pens and Art Context: Senior Taiwanese Artists”, “A Life in Films:
Contemporary Films”, “From Mountains to Grasslands: A Film Exhibition of Chinese Art and Ethnic Minorities”,
“Territorial Expansion: European and Asian Art”, “Tracing Origins in the Forest: A Film Exhibition of Indigenous

People” as well as 6 touring film festivals in cooperation with other host organizations both in Taiwan and abroad.

The screening of these visual works were followed by post-screening discussions, which invited speakers of different
cultural and professional backgrounds to discuss the themes featured in the films. These events are an extension of the
works presented. Topics covered in the post-screening discussions include how the artists expressed their creative ideas
and practiced their art, how the filmmakers examined multiple layers of meaning in their works, and how academics
re-examined and reviewed historical material revealed in the images. The result was a convergence of diverse
opinions and interpretations through the exchange of ideas and an understanding of the issues on a deeper level.

Written Images - A Collection of Dialogues on Audiovisual Arts 2015 is a collection of summarized transcripts of
the post-screening discussions. The dialogue between the audience and audiovisual artists and feedback from the
viewers are all valuable resources and material. By publishing this Collection, the Museum hopes to share the result
of these dialogues and interactions first as resource for the study of audiovisual arts, and further to establish the
basis for the study of audiovisual arts so as to create more connections and stimulate more thinking to build up the
potential for future development in this particular art genre.

Director of National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts
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