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A Node at the Edge of a Traditional
Town in Taiwan
—The Spatial Constitution of

“Xiaojiang Pavilion” in Zhug Dung

Irene WU

Doctoral Student, the Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University

Abstract

Erected in Zhug Dung in 1926 when Taiwan was under Japanese rule, the Xiaojiang
Pavilion has constituted a comprehensive spatial context with the Dongning Bridge and a
village deity temple in the immediate vicinity. Such a spatial context represents not only
the history of local development from the Japanese colonial period to date, but also the
distinct roles of this crucial node in different phases, hence exhibiting pluralistic cultural
characteristics.

This article seeks to envisage the cities and settlements that transcend the confines of
modernist urban planning and design, and address the question as to how we can grasp the
traditional environment constructed beyond the modernist mainstream. Geographically
speaking, the Xiaojiang Pavilion is located beside the “path” in Kevin Lynch’s (1918—-1984)
sense at an end of the Dongning Bridge which divides two districts and crosses the creek
deemed the “edge.” In terms of the environmental constitution, the pavilion indeed possesses

the conceptual characteristics of a node.
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This spatial complex revolves along the Dongning Bridge as its axis. The Xiaojiang
Pavilion and the village deity temple were erected together with the completion of the bridge
in 1926. Accordingly, the Xiaojiang Pavilion performed a dual function, viz., a memorial
“tablet pavilion” and a recreational “tea pavilion.” Furthermore, the role of the village

29 ¢

deity temple resembles those of the “lounge bridge,” “wind-rain bridge” or “bridge house”
commonly seen in the region covering South China and Vietnam. As a pivotal connecting
passage between Zhudong and the mountainous area, the Dongning Bridge was built by
local gentry and intelligentsia who shared their predecessors’ charitable spirit and social
responsibility for civil engineering since the Qing Dynasty. They hired local craftsmen who
applied the latest technique of stone-arch structure introduced from Fujian to complete the
Dongning Bridge and substitute it for the previous wooden one. Recently, a “laundry cave”
was built by the residents at the Xiaojiang Pavilion, rendering it a place that enriches their
quotidian existence.

The Dongning Bridge exudes alluring charms of classical aesthetics through its
stone-arch structure whose technical root can be traced back to ancient times. Apart from
reconciling the tea pavilion and the village deity temple that guards the bridge, the Xiaojiang
Pavilion also integrated the residents’ laundry routine with their belief in the water deity. The
historical development of traditional Taiwanese society, along with its cognition of the edges,
paths and nodes in an urban space, has found vivid expression in the Xiaojiang Pavilion,
which makes it imperative to analyze the cultural characteristics of the pavilion as a node in

this sui generis spatial context.

Keywords: Xiaojiang Pavilion, Dongning Bridge, Village Deity Temple, Edges,
Nodes, Paths
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