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The Architecture of Confucius Temples
in the Edo Period of Japan:
Japanese Han Schools based on

Zhu Shunshui’s Vision

Lan-Shiang HUANG

Professor, Graduate Institute of Art History, National Taiwan University

Abstract

By analyzing the architecture of Confucian schools, this article exposes the limitations
of current architectural discussions in the East Asian cultural circle. Based on traditional
Japanese architectural culture, this article also demonstrates how the countries surrounding
China as the cultural center have accepted or modified the Chinese Confucianism and
Confucian architectural ideas.

Intriguingly, the author has been aware of the following fact with regard to how the
Japanese built their school halls and Confucius temples: although the Confucian architecture
in the Edo period of Japan was influenced by Zhu Shunshui—a Chinese Confucian scholar
naturalized as a Japanese citizen at the end of the Ming Dynasty, some pieces of Confucian
architecture in Japan still emulated the scholarly style of ancient China or appropriated the
traditional architecture such as Shinden-zukuri or Shinto shrines.

The space limitations of this article do not permit a comprehensive discussion. As

a result, this article focuses primarily on the “Japanese Han School” (hankd) under the
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influence of Zhu Shunshui. The other related topics shall be analyzed and addressed in future

studies.

Keywords: History of East Asian Architecture, Confucius Temple, Japanese Han

School, Educational Policy on Humanities and Martial Arts, Chinese

Vassal School, Zhu Shunshui
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